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Mr. Chairman,

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group, on

the organization of work during the second resumed part of the

seventy-second session of the Fifth Committee of the General

Assembly.

At the outset, the African Group would like to thank you for

your continued effectiveness in steering our work, in particular the

timely conclusion of the work of the first resumed session, should

be mentioned in this regard.

Mr. Chairman,

Allow me also to extend our deepest condolences to our

colleagues in the Permanent Mission of Cote d'Ivoire to the United
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Nations upon the untimely passing away of My Brother H.E.

Bernard  Tanoh-Boutchoue,  Permanent  Representative  of Cote

d'Ivoire to the United Nations. May his soul rest in eternal peace.

The Group also wishes to thank the Secretariat and the

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

(ACABQ)  for their dedication in facilitating the work of our

Committee. The African Group aligns itself with the statement just

delivered   by   H.E.   Ambassador   Mohammed   Edrees,   the

distinguished Permanent Representative of Egypt on behalf of the

Group of 77 and China, and would like to make few additional

comments.

Mr. Chairman,

With regard to the organization of the work of the Fifth

Committee for the second resumed part of the seventy-second

session, the African Group would like to thank the Bureau for

preparing the Programme of work and welcomes the designation of

the facilitators of all the various agenda items to be considered. The

Group  expresses  its  support  to  the  programme  on  the
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understanding that it will be adjusted taking into account the

progress of our negotiations and deliberations.

Mr. Chairman,

The Second resumed session is traditionally dedicated to the

consideration of peacekeeping operations in general and most

importantly to the approval of the budgets of various peacekeeping

missions. This is and should remain the focus of our deliberations

and therefore we reiterate our call to the bureau to ensure that

sufficient time is provided to these important discussions. In this

regard, we also urge the secretariat to ensure that supplementary

information requested by member states is provided in timely

manner to facilitate negotiations.

Mr. Chairman,

The African Group has noted with concern that the budget

proposals for many peacekeeping Missions reflect significant cuts.

In this connection, it is the intention of this Group to scrutinize the

basis upon which these proposals have been developed and how
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best to ensure that mandates are effectively delivered and the

security of all peacekeepers is not compromised.

The Group would like also to recalls that General Assembly

has repeatedly indicated that the budget proposal of United Nations

peacekeeping operations must be based on existing mandates of the

Security Council in the time of the preparation of the budget

document.  In this connection, the Group emphasizes on the

importance of providing all PKO's with adequate resources to fully

implement mandates, and therefore we will not subscribe to any

approach to prejudge the mandate of any of the operation..

Mr, Chairman,

In conclusion, the African Group wishes to assure you of its

readiness to engage constructively with other delegations, with a

view to achieving a positive outcome on all agenda items.

I thank you,
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